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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the Amendment filed on February 26, 2008, 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-22 are pending in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on May 5, 2008 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

4. The terminal disclaimer filed on February 26, 2008 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of the U.S. Patent No. 7,181,427 has been reviewed and is accepted. 
The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

5. Applicant's arguments and amendment regarding to Double Patenting, 35 USC 
§ 101 and 35 USC § 1 12 rejections with respect to claims 1-22 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. 

The Terminal Disclaimer disclaiming over the U.S. Patent No. 7,1 81 ,427 
overcomes the Double Patenting rejection. 
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The amended claims 1 -1 1 overcomes the 35 USC § 1 01 and 35 USC § 1 1 2 
rejection. 

6. Applicant's arguments regarding to 35 USC § 102 with respect to claims 1-22 
have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

In response to the applicant's argument that Bennett does not disclose 
"computer instructions for execution at said host for selectively forwarding said received 
credit application to one or more of said plurality of funding sources. " and "computer 
instructions for execution at said host for receiving said funding decision from said at 
least one of said one or more of said plurality of funding sources ", examiner submits 
that the "one or more" recited in the claims does not require that the "host system" 
plays the role of an intermediary between the claimed dealer web site and the claimed 
plurality of funding sources , the prior art can show that the "host system" plays the role 
of an intermediary between the claimed dealer web site and one of said plurality of 
funding sources , meets the claimed invention. Thus, Bennett's "Credit Server" that acts 
as an intermediary between a dealer web site and a single funding source meets the 
claimed invention. Therefore, Bennett does teach "computer instructions for execution 
at said host for selectively forwarding said received credit application to one or more of 
said plurality of funding sources . " and "computer instructions for execution at said host 
for receiving said funding decision from said at least one of said one or more of said 
plurality of funding sources. " 

In conclusion, for the reason set forth above, examiner decides to maintain the 
Bennett reference for rejection and make this Office action FINAL. 
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7. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bennett 
et al (hereinafter Bennett), U.S. Patent No. 6,603,487. 

Regarding to claim 12, Bennett discloses a system for providing a closed loop 



credit decision process for a consumer at a dealer web site, said system comprising: 
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a communications medium (figure 1 and column 2, lines 18-25, Internet hub 12 
with radial electronic links to dealer work stations 14 and financial institutions 16); 

a host system to implement and control an interactive credit application and 
routing system; said host system connected to said communications medium (column 6, 
lines 48-62, Credit Server transfers data from the dealership to and from the financial 
institutions); 

a dealer web site, said dealer web site connected to said communications 
medium; said dealer web site for providing a credit application to be completed by a 
consumer and for forwarding a completed credit application to said host system 
together with information that identifies said dealer (figure 1 and column 2, lines 27-55, 
dealer work stations 14 transfer credit application over the Internet to a server); 

a plurality of funding sources connected to said communications medium (figure 
1 and column 2, lines 18-25, financial institutions 16); and 

wherein said host system configured for receiving said credit application from 
said dealer web site and for selectively forwarding said received credit application to 
one or more of said plurality of funding sources, for receiving a funding decision from 
said at least one of said one or more of said plurality of funding sources; and for 
forwarding said received funding decision to said dealer web site (column 6, lines 48-62, 
Credit Server transfers data from the dealership to and from the financial institutions). 



Application/Control Number: 10/702,568 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3692 

Regarding to claim 13, Bennett further discloses wherein said host further 
forwards said received funding decision to said dealer terminal (column 2, lines 43-50, 
credit decision is transmitted back to the dealer over the Internet). 

Regarding to claim 14, Bennett further discloses wherein said host further 
forwards said received funding decision to said dealer by facsimile (column 6, lines 5- 
15, dealer submits a credit application both in E-mail and fax). 

Regarding to claim 15, Bennett further discloses wherein said host further stores 
said received funding decision at said host (column 6, line 48-column 7, line 5). 

Regarding to claim 16, Bennett further discloses wherein said host further 
generates lead information about said credit application process for dealer follow-up 
(column 7, lines 8-60, credit server stores contract, applications and other misc. forms). 

Regarding to claim 17, Bennett further discloses wherein said lead information 
includes consumer contact information, vehicle information and information about 
whether the application process is complete or incomplete (column 7, lines 6-30, credit 
server stores contract, applications and other misc. forms). 

Regarding to claim 18, Bennett further discloses wherein said host further 
receives and forwards contract information electronically to said at least one of said one 
or more of said plurality of funding sources for verification of said contract information 
(column 6, lines 48-62, Credit Server transfers data from the dealership to and from the 
financial institutions). 

Regarding to claim 19, Bennett further discloses wherein said dealer web site 
provides information about the status of said credit application (figure 10 and column 8, 
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lines 23-28). 

Regarding to claim 20, Bennett further discloses wherein said dealer web site 
provides authorized access to information about the status of said credit application 
(figure 10 and column 8, lines 23-28). 

Regarding to claim 21 , Bennett further discloses wherein said authorized access 
utilizes password information (figure 3 and column 8, lines 1-5). 

Regarding to claim 22, Bennett further discloses wherein said host further 
forwards related disclosures together with said received funding decision to said dealer 
web site (column 6, lines 48-62, Credit Server transfers data from the dealership to and 
from the financial institutions). 

Claims 1-11 contain similar limitations found in claims 12-22 above, therefore, 
are rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

10. Claims 1-22 are rejected. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. 



Application/Control Number: 10/702,568 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3692 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

12. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571 ) 273-6796 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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